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TF DELTA CONCEPT PAPER 

SUBJEcr: THE FIRST EARTH BATTALION 

FORWARD 

The track of time comes hurtling up out of the past, from somewhere 
billions of years ago back in history. It flicks by us as we stand 
here n~ in the present and then thrusts on for billions of years out 
ahead of us, out into the future, bound for some place called infinity. 

Two things we know about time: its' march is inexorable •.• and 
it always gives rise to change. Change, then, is like time -- inexorable, 
inevitable and pervasive -- and so powerful and complex a thing that in 
just 5 billion years, change has produced, from inorganic matter and count­
less millions of experiments, complex living things like social insects and 
mankind. 

Any concept of change is a concept of time. Thus any concept of change 
must involve past, present, and future. Task Force Delta's effort, as a 
concept of change, needs the track of time ••• the lessons of history, the 
realities of the present, and the dreams and visions of the future. 

Our "First Earth Battalion" is a place to dream. A place to think the 
unthinkable. It's the prime place to put our thoughts of the future just 
as we must maintain our perspective of the past and contact with the 
complexities of the present. It 1 s an "Earth" battalion because of what we 
know about a shrinking world, and about interdependencies among men, and 
nations, and natural resources ••• interdependencies which everyday are 
becoming more evident to us all. It's a battalion because our study 
effort is directed to our Army, and the battalion is an entity which all 
of us soldiers, from top to bottom, can comprehend. 
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Every iiscipline er field of knowled~e represented in our Task 
Ferce has a future, semewhere out at the frontiers of knowledge where 
the research •l••soma crow. Each of you reads or learns of new research 
ani n.w ievelepmenta in your field ••• dreams and visions changing from 
cencept te achievement. Information science is beginning to replace 
cathode ray tu•e numbers and wvrds with pulsating, multi-colored holograms. 
Sociolocists are speaking of new institutions beginning to replace the 
family. Neurophysiolo~ists are unlocking the secrets of controlling the 
hithertofore autonomic nervous system, and biochemists are beginning to 
becet themselves. 

The First Earth Battalion is a place to bring these new developments, 
to contemplate their implications for our Army, to then paint these 
implications creen, and to then describe what things look like, how things 
work, ani hew things are done in an Army battalion somewhere out ahead of 
us on the track of time. 

You're invited to envision the future, in whatever form your discipline 
dictates, then bring that to our Army. Jim Channon is hereby appointed 
C. 0., First Earth Battalion, responsible for assimilating, integrating, 
and communicating what the future may hold for-our Army. Hopefully, from 
this effort will grow some dialogues, some writing, some teaching about 
"battlefield futures", cast in a context meaningful to soldiers -- the 
battalion. 

At the present time, to our knowledge, none of our schools teach 
courses or electives in battlefield futures. Futures, itself, is becoming 
a respected discipline. We're tapping this at agency and think tank level, 
but soldiers need to know. How can soldiers, without an appreciation of 
the future, ever begin to appreciate and anticipate the inevitability of 
change? 

The First Earth Battalion is a place for all of us to look to the 
future, freed up perhaps from the notion that "we've never done it that 
way before", and driven instead by the idea that what the mind of man 
can conceive, the will of man can achieve. A place to ponder and assess 
and hope about the future, through a basic Army perspective, and to thereby 
perhaps assimilate fully the knowledge and the mind set, that change is 
more than just inevitable. It is essential and even desirable. If we 
look backward down that track of time, back as far as there were living 
things, one truth stands out across those 5 billion years: any living 
thing (individual or aggregate) that's not adapting, adjusting, learning, 
changing ••• is either dying or it's dead. 
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The First Earth Battalion is a growing network of warriors with the 
planet in mind. Their business is the ethical evolution of force. They 
seek mastery as they move consistantly up the ethical hierarchy of force: 
from Force of Arms, to Force of Will; to Force of Spirit; and finally to 
Force of Heart. 

Recent world events clearly show that alternative forms of force are 
needed and that the good in people needs more expression in the arena's 
of power and conflict. 

The battalion is evolving lessons in moral combat from the New Age 
forces presently collecting on the social frontiers throughout the world, 
but particularly on the West Coast of the United States. 

The battalion has warriors in the United States Army that are presently 
quietly teaching the concepts of soft tactics. The greathearts are 
coming out of the closet! Additionally, some of the world's most evolved 
warriors are now being committed to train larger groups of warriors when 
assembled. We find that New Age Samurai are sprinkled throughout the world 
just waiting for a common banner under which they can serve. THE FIRST 
EARTH BATTALION is just such a banner. Rooted in service to people, planet 
and the many paths to God. 

THE FIRST EARTH BATTALION opens it's heart to the warrior in you. 
Join us now in spirit and later in action. 

36 




